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For Immediate Release, Southern WV – The Southern West Virginia Convention and Visitors Bureau (SWVCVB) has an “all new” look and marketing campaign for 2008.  With the assistance of Stonewall Marketing Group the bureau has created a campaign to heighten awareness to the surrounding states that southern West Virginia is “Closer Than You Think”.  
“Southern West Virginia is a within a day’s drive to 50% of the US population and with gas prices soaring – this will be a great year for travelers to ‘Discover Great American Traditions’ right here in our great state,” said Kay Bess, SWVCVB Marketing Director. 
‘Discover Great American Traditions’ is this year’s theme for National Tourism Week being recognized May 10-18, 2008.  The bureau is also targeting West Virginia vacation seekers using the slogan “You Don’t Have To Leave To Escape”.  

Following on the heels of a successful 2007 online campaign where visitwv.com received 1.5 million page views and almost 500,000 visitors, the SWVCVB has unveiled a new website created by Matterhorn Marketing.  Using the same design principals of the Southern West Virginia Official Visitors Guide the Bureau was able to create cohesion between our print and online marketing campaigns.  The website, www.visitwv.com,  features an expanded photo gallery, an online interactive Visitors Guide, area calendar of events and serves as an online guide to ‘Things to Do’, ‘Places to Stay’ and ‘Things to See’ in southern West Virginia.  

“Statistics show that 80% of all travelers research their vacation plans online prior to making a destination decision.  This new website will give Southern West Virginia an attractive, easily navigated portal for visitors to learn more about our region,” states Doug Maddy, SWVCVB CEO/President.  


The SWVCVB has begun an aggressive marketing campaign with website optimization, online marketing and national print advertising.  There will be new partnerships & promotions with local television, radio and newspaper designed to bring more awareness to residents about attractions and events in our area.  

The Southern West Virginia Convention & Visitors Bureau is the organization   responsible for promoting tourism throughout the nine-county region of southern West Virginia.
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